
Independent Reading Program Guidelines 
for Ms. Johnson’s Class  (aka How to Make Your Life Easier this Year) 

 
(Keep a copy of these guidelines in your notebook or classroom file for reference) 

 
 What can you read?  You are allowed to read just about any book.  To score at the proficient level, 

though, you need to read books at grade level.  If it’s a book from my room it will be at grade level unless 
there is a blue  or blue star in the center of the spine.   

 
Mature content:  I expect you to self-monitor when it comes to books with mature content (which 
should be clearly marked).  If you get uncomfortable with the material in a book, by all means stop 
reading it!  It is important to get an okay from your parents if the book is marked “mature 
content.”   
 
Books with movies:  Although many wonderful books have been made into movies, you may not 
choose a book from which a movie has been made (unless you have my prior approval).  If I allow it, I 
will require a report on all the ways the book is different than the movie, and which you think is better, 
and why.  This is actually more work.  Please don’t even ask until the 2nd quarter when I have an 
idea of who will actually follow through with a compare/contrast essay about a book vs. movie.  
Luckily, there are many, many great books to choose from that haven’t been made into movies. 
 
Graphic novels?  Yes you may read graphic novels, especially if you are in a reading support class, 
but you will not score as well on the proficiency rubric, and the pages won’t count the same (10 pages 
of a graphic novel = 1 page on the RL).   
 

 When do you read?  You will read these selections outside of class, although on Fridays class time will 
usually be given for you to read silently (SSR).  You should read often—no less than 3-4 times a week.  
Please have your book with you in class every day in case you finish other class work early, and especially 
have it on Friday for SSR.  You will lose points for not having your book and/or reading log during SSR. 
 

 How much do you read?  One complete novel must be read and reported on each quarter. The book 
itself does not have a page number requirement, which means the entire 500-1000 pages can come from 
several books, not just one. Whew! 

 
If you pick a long book, be sure you can finish it, or else read a shorter one first, then the longer one.  
That way you can get your BES and literary analysis done on time. 
 
Many students read 1000, 2000, or more each quarter.   Please check the proficiency guidelines for 
breakdowns and grades.  (Basically 500 = B, 1000 = A, but there are other requirements as well.) 
 
The 500 page requirement breaks down to fewer than 10 pages per night, not counting SSR time in 
class (9x7x10=630).  If you are diligent, it should not be difficult to meet, and even exceed, the 
requirement.  If you wait until the last few weeks to do all your reading, you will not receive full 
credit.  If you “read” books at home that I do not see in class during SSR, you will not receive full 
credit.  It takes some kids a quarter or two to realize that the “fake reading” they have done in years 
past will not work in my class.  The sooner you embrace the idea that you need to actually read this 
year, the better you will do in my class (and life!) 

 
 Reading Log:  As you read, keep track of the date and pages and put this information on your 

reading log.  Usually on Fridays I will check your log to ensure you are on track, and that you brought the 
book that you have been listing.  Keep your reading log in your binder, because part of your grade is 
based on reading regularly.  If I don’t see and initial your log, you will lose points.  If you are absent on 
Friday for SSR, to earn full credit you will need to bring your log to me on Monday to be checked.  If 
your reading is suspect, we will talk about the book.  Please don’t embarrass yourself or your teacher by 
writing down pages that you haven’t actually read.   As for “forgetting” your reading log, just don’t.  



Keep it in your binder until I collect it. If you don’t regularly bring your notebook home, a simple solution 
is to track the pages on a 3x5 card and use it as a bookmark in your book. Or, make one entry on Friday to 
get caught up.  

 
It is likely that you will need multiple pages of the reading log each quarter.  You can print extra pages 
from my website or get them from the classroom file. 

 
Also, if you forget to log pages, don’t just make them up or try to reconstruct your reading.  On 
Friday during SSR you can get caught up with one entry showing how far you’ve gotten in the book 
you are reading.   I would rather you have one entry on Friday to log the entire week’s reading than 
have you pretend to remember that you supposedly read 5 pages Tuesday and 2 on Wednesday, etc.   
 

 What happens if you forget your book?  If you forget once there will be no penalty.   I’m pretty good at 
figuring out if you’ve just grabbed a book from the shelf or gotten one from a friend.  Just confess and 
we’ll find something for you.  It’s good to pick a substitute that you will be interested in reading when you 
finish the book you’re on. 
 

 Can you abandon a book?  Yes, of course.  If you read 25-50 pages and you just can’t get interested, you 
should get a different book.  If that happens frequently, though, your grade will suffer because you need to 
finish a book and have consistent, verifiable progress. 
 

 What is a BES?  The BES is an easy fill-in-the-blank book report form you do on one book you finish 
during that quarter.  This can be done as soon as you finish your first book and I recommend you do it 
early while you have the book and while it is fresh in your mind.  Also, even if you read multiple books 
in a quarter (and you should), you need to do only one BES and one literary analysis.   

 
 What is the Literary Analysis:  Besides the BES, you will write a literary analysis essay each quarter 

about a book you read that quarter.   There are separate directions for this because it’s more challenging 
than the BES.  As you read you will need to think about the theme of your book and also have 
citations from the text to support your thesis.  That means you will want to make a note of pages numbers 
with quotations you think might be important.  1st quarter is a challenge, but it will get easier.  (Some kids 
mark pages with sticky notes.)  Until this year it is likely that you’ve written simple book reports.   
Literary analysis writing will help prepare you for high school English.  Obviously it will be difficult to 
write a literary analysis if you return the book, so do the BES and literary analysis while you still have the 
book. 

 
 What about Kindles and other electronic devices?  I do allow them if your parent agrees, but I cannot 

be responsible for it (nor can the school).   If your device numbers pages oddly, I can help you figure out 
the regular book equivalent.  If you use your device for anything other than reading the privilege will be 
revoked. 

 
 Due date and parent signature:  The Reading Log and Book Events Sheet may be turned in early, but 

not late.  Please don’t gamble by waiting until the day before they are due to get them signed.  If you 
forget the signature, turn in what you have for partial credit.  If you have multiple pages, please have your 
parent sign the most current page.  I will have initialed the interim ones. 

  
If you do not get a parent signature on both the Reading Log and Book Events Sheet, you will lose 
points because I just can’t verify that you are reading regularly at home without it.  Regular reading is 
required to become proficient (as well as to exceed the standard). 
 

 Reading support classes:  You may count the pages you read in other reading classes.  Realize, though, 
that if you are an English language learner, or if you struggle with reading, the best way to improve is to 
read MORE, not less.  (Reading gets more enjoyable as you improve too.) 
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